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AMERICAN EDUCATION: BACK TO THE BASICS 

~~ CENSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) —— 
THE HIGHLIGHT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S NEWLY-ANNOUNCED BUDGET 
PROPOSALS FOR EDUCATIONAL SPENDING IS, WHAT HAS COME TO BE 
CALLED, "A RETURN TO THE BASICS." THAT SIMPLY MEANS 
EMPHASIZING INSTRUCTION IN BASIC LITERATURE AND MATHEMATICS. 
THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS REPRESENT AN ATTEMPT TO REVERSE 
WHAT IS SEEN AS A DOWNHILL TREND IN EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT, 


AS PAUL FRANCUCH REPORTS: 


NATIONWIDE -- IN THE BIG CITIES, THE SUBURBS, AND IN THE 
COUNTRY SIDE -- A LARGE AND GROWING CHORUS OF VOICES IS 

CALLING FOR CHANGE. PEOPLE ARE TIRED OF HEARING OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN ABOUT YOUNGSTERS WHO, AFTER MORE THAN A DECADE 


OF FORMAL EDUCATION, STILL CANNOT READ OR WRITE. 


THE PROBLEM BEGAN ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES DURING THE VIETNAM 
WAR ERA WHEN STUDENTS, IN THEIR MOOD OF PROTEST, QUESTIONED 
THE "RELEVANCY" OF BASIC EDUCATION. SOON MANY COLLEGES 
BEGAN DROPPING REQUIRED COURSES IN LITERATURE, MATHEMATICS 
AND CIVICS. FROM THE COLLEGE CAMPUSES, THE CHANGE FILTERED 
DOWN TO THE SECONDARY, AND SOMETIMES, THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
LEVELS. NOW IT APPEARS THE TREND IS BEING REVERSED. 


IT SHOULD BE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PROBLEM IS BY NO 
MEANS UNIVERSAL. THE VAST MAJORITY OF AMERICAN STUDENTS DO 
RECEIVE A QUALITY EDUCATION, BUT THE DISTRESSING FACT IS 
THAT AN INCREASING NUMBER OF THEM ARE LEAVING THEIR 
CLASSROOMS “FUNCTIONALLY ILLITERATE." 
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TAPE: CUT ONE -- SCHIFFMAN 
"FUNCTIONAL ILLITERACY HAS BEEN DEFINED BY MANY DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE ... IT REALLY REFERS TO WHAT SKILLS ARE NEEDED TO 
FUNCTION IN YOUR SOCIETY EFFECTIVELY...THE BASIC LITERACY 


SKILLS THAT ARE NEEDED TO GET ALONG IN EVERYDAY LIFE. 
THESE ARE MINIMAL SKILLS!" 


VOICE: EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST, DOCTOR GILBERT SCHIFFMAN. 


TAPE: CUT TWO --— SCHIFFMAN 
"THAT SIMPLY SAYS, "HEY, THESE PEOPLE DON'T HAVE MINIMAL 
SKILLS FOR SURVIVAL." THAT'S NOT WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT 
ON THE HIGHER THOUGHT PROCESS. THAT'S NOT REALLY TALKING 
ABOUT APPRECIATION OF LITERATURE, OR WHAT WE CALL CRITICAL 
THINKING." 
VOICE:[POCTOR SCHIFFMAN HAS BEEN AN EDUCATOR FOR THE PAST TWENTY 
() EVEN YEARS. DURING MUCH OF THAT TIME, HE WAS PROFESSOR 
F EDUCATION AT BALTIMORE'S JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY. TODAY, 
{/ OCTOR SCHIFFMAN HEADS A PROGRAM CALLED "RIGHT TO READ." 


a“ , |IT'S ONE OF SEVERAL SPECIALIZED GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 


DEALING WITH PROBLEMS OF EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


DEALING WITH THE PROBLEM OF FUNCTIONAL ILLITERACY IS THE 
KEYSTONE OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S NEW EDUCATIONAL 

AID PROGRAM, AND ITS PARTICULAR EMPHASIS IS ON HELPING 
TROUBLED INNER-CITY SCHOOLS. SOLID DATA JUSTIFIES THIS 
COURSE OF ACTION. SURVEYS DONE BY A RESPECTED RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATION CALLED THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRESS FOUND THAT BLACK TEENS LIVING IN LARGE INNER-CITIES 
HAD THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF FUNCTIONAL ILLITERACY OF ANY 


GROUP TESTED. 


EDUCATORS AGREE THAT A CONCERTED EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO 


IMPROVE THE TEACHING OF BASIC SKILLS TO INNER-CITY BLACK 
ee arene SOS 
YOUTHS. [suT THAT WON'T SOLVE THE PROBLEM BY ITSELF, SAYS 
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VOICE: 
CCONT) 


DOCTOR SCHIFFMAN. THE EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS OF POOR 
BLACKS ARE TIGHTLY LINKED WITH SOCIAL AND FINANCIAL PROBLEMS 


WHICH GENERALLY CONFRONT MANY INNER-CITY RESIDENTS: 


CUT THREE -- SCHIFFMAN 


"IF YOU LOOK AT YOUNG CHILDREN, FROM THE AGE OF 18 MONTHS... 
TO THREE YEARS, WE FIND THAT KIDS START TO DIFFER AT THE 

AGE OF TWO AND TWO AND ONE-HALF, IN THE AREA OF LANGUAGE, 
LINGUISTICS -- THE STRUCTURE OF LANGUAGE -- AND COGNITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT, WHICH ARE CALLED THINKING SKILLS. KIDS START 
TO DIFFER VERY EARLY IN LIFE ... NOT BECAUSE OF RACE, CREED 
AND RELIGION ... BUT BECAUSE OF CLASS, VERY OFTEN BECAUSE 
OF SOCIAL CLASS, BECAUSE OF FINANCE, BECAUSE OF MONEY. AND 
WE HAVE VERY OFTEN IN AN INNER-CITY SITUATION A LACK OF THAT. 
I'M CONCERNED ABOUT THE FACT THAT LITERACY IS A PART OF THIS 
WHOLE PROCESS, PART OF LANGUAGE, AND LANGUAGE IS AFFECTED BY 
SOCIAL SITUATION, MONEY ... AND POVERTY." 


VOICE: MANY PROMINENT BLACK AMERICANS ARE WELL AWARE OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF RETURNING TO "THE BASICS" IN EDUCATION. CHICAGO 
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER JESSE JACKSON IS PERHAPS THE MOST VOCAL 
PROPONENT. AND HE OFTEN FINDS BLACK YOUTHS ARE FIRED WITH 
ENTHUSIASM TO STRIVE FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE AS A MEANS 


OF ESCAPING FROM THE "BLACK GHETTO." 


RECOGNITION OF THE PROBLEM IS FAIRLY WIDESPREAD, PEOPLE 
KNOW THAT SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE DONE. THE CARTER PROGRAM 
PROVIDES THE ECONOMIC INCENTIVE FOR MAKING REAL CHANGES. 
BUT DOCTOR SCHIFFMAN BELIEVES THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S BUREAUCRACY MAY BE ONE OF THE THINGS THAT IS 


HOLDING BACK EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS. 


THERE ARE MANY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS CURRENTLY DEALING 
WITH EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS. SUSPICION RUNS HIGH AMONG 
GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY EXPERTS THAT SOME OF THESE DEPARTMENTS 


DUPLICATE WORK, THAT THEIR FUNCTIONS "OVERLAP." THEREFORE, 


VOICE: 
CCONT) 


TAPE: 


VOICE: 
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IN ADDITION TO SPENDING MORE MONEY TO IMPROVE THE AMERICAN 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, DOCTOR SCHIFFMAN BELIEVES SOME 


GOVERNMENTAL "STREAMLINING" MUST BE DONE. 


CUT FOUR -- SCHIMFFMAN 


"THE PROBLEM ... IS A TREMENDOUS ONE ... AND A CHALLENGING 
ONE, BUT ONE WHICH I THINK CAN BE SOLVED. THE PROBLEM IS, 
HOW DO YOU GET PEOPLE WHO HAVE DIFFERENT CONSTITUENTS, 
DIFFERENT VESTED INTERESTS, DIFFERENT PHILOSOPHIES...HOW 

DO YOU GET PEOPLE WHO ARE BROUGHT TOGETHER BECAUSE OF 

THEIR INTEREST IN LITERACY TO WORK TOGETHER TO SOLVE A 
PROBLEM? THAT, TO ME, IS THE TOUGHT ONE -- NOT THE PROBLEM, 
ITSELF. I BELIEVE, AND I HOPE, THAT UNDER THIS 
ADMINISTRATION, THE TALENT, AND THE DIFFERENT AGENCIES 
CONCERNED WITH THIS, WILL WORK TOGETHER TO TRY TO MAKE IT." 


GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL AND FORMER EDUCATOR GILBERT SCHIFFMAN, 
COMMENTING ON WAYS TO IMPROVE THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM. 
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